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Over the past fourteen years, Skyros, an island in the central Aegean, has
been a place where Vassilis Karakatsanis has spent long periods of time. The
space he inhabits there is small, | ike the majority of Skyrian houses, and
constitutes a lesson in austerity, in terms both of everyday life and the
artistds way of thinking.

The need t o capture on canvas t he subj
Karakatsani sds mind for ma rhgse typ doathisswas td h e
avoid describing things at first sight, but rather to choose certain features of

the space, folk tradition and the people; all this formed the emotionally

charged and semantically sparse material of his landscape painting.

Karakats ani s6s style displays here the icOms
Wall (2002), Urban Details (2011), Carpets 2 (2015). The result is the

rendering of his intense emotional and experiential relationship with this

particular exploration. One might describe i t as a sifting through the plethora

of features at his disposal, before selecting the ones he has portrayed in a

limited number of paintings.
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6300U0UEGega0EDS fiAfet-sensationso
KeOud U¢u UU aEni UUU eUE UEO 110100 Besides the experiences and memories one acquires from a certain
Ut ¢O, 06 ¢ A0EKROCBH Téli.UJ UEG & 9 GUEDO ¢ 0o UET EC place, there are also the after -sensations which emerge in time, as
gueao UaUxO0 GoitoUUOUEEA ¢d0eUl OUT U they are produced from a combination of impressions and
) Ug U UEo @q OEO, Dd) U G061 L°JAE 01 OUO & QE _tod observations, associations and correlations which ¢ oncern the
pOEesi 060 Uou¢OoO UEUBAUGEGT eUE 1 UEC various ways in which the subconscious functions and processes
information.
Dz GUOg] EO Q@I &EDe ULRUE U¢ET & UE & O
$p0O00GEOBBAUE TU UO AURAdUGEéu U006 al The place Vassilis Karakatsanis has chosen to define geographically
iU 001 U¢OAUEOGUE eE U6UUO 60T UgT UE and then elevate to another sphere through his imagination is none
g0 UEAUEO¢UT UAsUEeO Uo6UU TEGs Agl OUU other than Skyros.
gOEAUT EO, To@oOeUBI adEGa Rl @VUE, 10 0O101¢ This Aegean island becomes, for the artist, the thread of Ariadne,
T00U¢T ACVUE GUOERUSU U¢u UU UiuwuUOUBU allowing him to enter, absorb and artistically reshape elements from
OdouagoOl eUE OE uUO UsUx0 ¢UdA 0UDOE the interior of the place and the #Acs
AL"JRQGUL’]IAEéDAGUéATEJA UEO GeUbd 056, |Al°JU a here are one and the same. Thus, yiSk
TU0eET UUEeni eUEDRIGOEROO OO6GEUOUEE A ( translated into a correlation between mathematical and physical
GeU0ds0O, 100U yb ¢ Ol ULO UET, 1Te&4U U¢lu U terms, which essentially demystifies it, transforming it, through
UEGegaUORT, OTUEbEenl eUUUGUAIUORI eUE these works, into a fAgeodesyodo of se
emanations from memory.
Dz GUasTEO OQUoUeUU Al EO, ul G06 ¢ Al U« = )
90 OAUT 20000 aUAIBU UDBO WO&EN UHAAeUE Vassilis Karakatsanis Vassilis Karakatsanis, being  always internally consistent with earlier
RO E g ET O¢ OE L°Jr§ &l U 1 L°JAE euu éeUE ¢0 O@ R EE stages of his work, uses, in this group of works, a mixed and very
oUBET UT aAl UE, vedud U¢u UET uEeg@ personal morphoplastic vocabulary, which includes, besides his own
GUOERUSU -ROE G100, UEO RUEBOI OT EUe B0 established style, transformed elements of neo -fauvism, gestural
6T U Eegd AdUGo®1 EGG O @aBIGHE @ Oloed OU lyrical abstrac tion, the dynamic gesture of expressionism and neo -
. o o _ _ pop culture.
30 UbREéD &I U607 U UET OuOE®OBd6U (00U,
e00U0eUQPOUE eUE TU U¢OuaGUE UVedoUGUEE Having chosen the method of hiking (whether real or imaginary) in
Uuoo T6UlI OU eUE UEO éuoiuE /E U O“() , order to make the island his own and then render it through the
aodarRoU6DT OTUO 0T OR 0O 0W@W@iey 0 oia eyes of his mind and his heart, as well as through the memor ies
UEU¢OUAT UODUUOUUUE 70 0s0U0BO, OBEGT &l that accumulated meanwhile, the painter, showing great inspiration,
Ul UE_ UU RUDUeUEBEGUEeA UABOUEE A 09 : s i S a2 works with certain recognizable motifs, such as the typical rural
86162061 ¢OT U0 UU UBRUEOUITETEEA ¢RUEI] Longitude & Latitude 24.5658 / 38.9068 shoes called Atrochadiaodo, which are
OUU6UORBUT RO 1 &0d0U, T“L"JAaééL,EOI“é EO El m@EqU TemypapIKo [Kog & TAAToG 24,5658 / 38.9068 sandals. The fdftrochadi ao al s aresasizés a
O0T ARO ¢oRUOGUT 28 RUO éenai O UO6 TEGE and distances in the familiar yet eternally novel world of the island.
Ug 1 UE UU R 07 U00U eUE UU G0R@I UUU ORI Other reference motifs include the colors and shapes of Skyrian
UppsaEO OE GUxAUO URT G¢EUEGT UEO VU0 | Jelove ceramics, and the roofs of houses with their grey, white and dark
Ulepsles 0000 ROOTUUU, ¢Ob£iGEUUSD < charcoal colors, whi chpsychohemotionalkfitets,h e
T OROGO6TI UEGEGETUUEEe £ Gol UdU UO6 eull E Rl Sreme emerge as paradoxical, rhythmical chessboards.
teveExdUOD
L By transforming these years -long experiences and accumulated
300 f)c:) GEQl O! 0uo Uos U ®0 0 O 6 UEO ) O I‘“ ) under the support of Municipality of Skyros memories of his, Vassilis Karakatsanis creates works with vibrations,
GoGGROUGT ael 06 006 T o 0o, O GUasi EC harmonious counterpoints, dynamic gestures and t ensions,
#0AU0 10 uOlgaUEO, Ud1 O1 Eé 00 WA EGE 6 ~ = ‘VJ—O poetically adding his elegies and his longing for a dreamlike, and at
p000Ge200T 000 10U ¢9OEEUEen Udbu¢O UEO UI by 2 the same time real, place, which will take him on a journey, as he
&l Ul Ougpd OT U EQ Eéel §, UE U El guEU uU EA i z himself, as a super -consciousness, is transformed in the here and
eveod eE O su&EODURDEGHEBUU, 1 000T Odd there of utopia, always through the varied a nd multifaceted aspects
U0 UVeUs UEO Oo Ui ¢il@, Upad UUE® ¢ OEe; of viewing, which also include its transcending.
pOT 66U 0LUO uUY UEO UEO &&UGEO, OE O
opUoaskaUESO UEOD
g8 El £ GRET £ L i o Athina Schina
QoEUE&UO & ouUODdE&UO g&RIEO Art Critic and Art Historian
gedpi U, oUT O6ABEODO 2017 Athens, January 2017
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GUGsI EO QUdUEUUB AT EO
60 VURAD G EZe OO & o1 AUODO 24.5658
gEABEUEU 17 -01C66 1GYU UT 206606 2017
gdld UEOQO61T 6006 18R O5UHEIDT a6 ¢ QU @0A 7R 0 d GEG VBRI 6 C
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ETEUO¢OEQT UUO UEI UpE&6T 60 AEU &oU0s1 0 U
b0al ETUUEGT U

Vassili s Karakatsanis
6Longitude & Latitude 24.5658

Duration : Julyl 7" - September15 ", 2017
From the 17th of July until the 15th of September 2017 , atthe City Hall of Skyros
the artist Vassilis Karakatsanis will be exhibiting his work
undert hetite 6 Longi tude & |l atitude 24.5658

The artist displays part of his work regarding a visual record of Skyros throughout the
years of 2016 and 2017, at the work place of the City Hall. The paintings are placed in the
most unpretentious way, so they will be an integral aesthetic part of the everyday life of
employees, trading citizens that seek for the services of the municipality and of' course
visitors. For two months the City Hall will be transformed into an exhibition center,
hosting the  work of a contemporary Greek artist, in attempt to change the "impersonal”
face of a public building by decorating its walls with fine art, molding values, stimulating
the will for research, acceptance or rejection, creation and concern.
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d_ongitude & Latitude -Skyros -Nol. 6 140X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 City Hall, Skyros, Greece



6Longi tude &-Skyaos i-N a2l .el@0X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 City Hall, Skyros, Greece
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6 L gitude & Latitude -Skyros -N o 3 . 180X093 cm. monotype, acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016



6Longi tude & -Skyos i-N @ 4l .€180X140 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 private collection, London, U.K.




6Longi tude & -Skyos i-N a5 .el®0X100 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas 2016 , private collection, Skyros, Greece
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, Halkida , Greece

private collection

gouache & oil on canvas 2016

& - Skyaios i-N a @ .el®0X070 cm. acrylic

6Longitude
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6Longi tude &-Skyos i-N ad.€1®0 X070 cm. acrylic, gouache & oil on paper, mounted on canvas 2017 private collection, Aegina, Greece



2017

monotype & mixed media on cardboard

& -Skyaos i-N @ & .e0B0X050 cm.

6Longi tude



2017

monotype & mixed media on cardboard

& -Skyaos i-N @ ¥ .e0B0X050 cm.

6Longitude
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6Longi tude &-Skyos i-N ad@.087X040 cm. mixed media on paper 2017 private collection , Skyros, Greece



6Longi tude &-Skymos i-NaHE.000X050cm. mixed media onpaper 2017 private collection, Silkke  borg, D enmark



6Longi tude &-Skyaos i-N @ H2.040X030cm. mixed mediaoncanvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



6Longi tude &-Skyos i-NaH2.040X030cm. mixed mediaoncanvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece
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2017 private collection, Athens, Greece

mixed media on canvas

6Longi t ud etud& -Skysos i-No 1 4 .040X030 cm.



6Longi tude & -Skyos i-N ad®.080X030cm. mixed mediaoncanvas 2017 private collection, Athens, Greece



