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All my life, travel has meant liberation, and sometimes escape. Of eve
destinations in just a few hours. At airports, I'd always look out at the planes from the different airlines, their colours a

that had no need of the Western alphabet for international support.

The Titans were a race of supernatural beings in ancient Greek mythology: born to Gaea (Earth) and Uranus (Heaven), they were
Theidea has now been realized. The new 6i maginarydé TITANIA airline

nd logos. Way back, I'd thin

mighty deities.

work has happened (15/08/2019), and I'll get through the months ahead with t
see and experience.

TITANIA's fleet has planes for every distance and destination, and provides boarding cards free of charge to anyone who wants
Have a good flight.
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ry means of transport, the aeroplane has always moved me most with its ability to take me to far
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hat imaginarium bringing me close to places I've been but am drawn to return to, and others | want to

to join me and leave reality far behind.
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iLe voyage est une esp ce de porte par o% | d6on sort de |l a r®al i tuth cro°nvneed pGuuyr dpe® nMRaturpears sdaannts. une r ®al i t ®
Titania's intoxicating journeys.

Vassilis Karakatsanis, visual ~ -artist -turned -pilot of Air Titania, transports us to enchanting destinations around the world aboard his painterly choices. He chooses coun tries of which he

has hands -on memories, activatesh i s weal th of travel experiences and, guided by his recollectiaions and the aesthetic o
The artist transfers his locations onto the canvas with a clear layout and balanced renderings, handling a range of colours which depend on the thematic needs and particular features

of the given work with great sensitivity With their singular descriptive virtuosity, his compositions eloguently portray a pl ethora of visual information with surrealist references, selected

simpli fied abstractions, and above all a sense of reality -- though without ever aiming at a photographic rendering.

With his narrative writing free of nostalgia and the urge to beautify, Karakatsanis composes imaginary cityscapes with clear naturalistic elements into which he incorporates decorative

devices typical of the folk art of the given country.

He depicts fa-ades, interiors, seascapes, roads and alleys, c u | rdans, ackneshfrem evénalay dife, flao n ugsiand sysbols toe | i gi ous bt
convey the specific identity and atmosphere of his every destination. The human presence is markedly absent from his complex images; indeed, only at the end of his long tour around

37 different destinations does the artist sketch travelle rs in the waiting areas of imaginary airports, just before he brings his narration to a conclusion with a symbolic work in wh ich

Titania's aircraft is aloft in the aether, ready for new adventures.

Karakatsanis' thematic choice to represent places from hi s travels and include biographical references to more vividly convey the images engraved in his memory and how they make

him feel is neither random nor a passing phase: "My inspiration [...] through my four decades of artistic striving has centre d more or less on my own life as it has been influenced by

places, people, situations, emotions, things".

Throughout his artistic career, among other subjects, he has returned systematically to his wanderings; and while he pursues a different morphoplastic idiom eac h time, his work

retains many features of an artistic idiolect that remains recognizably his, along with a skilful arrangement of space, an ab ility to combine and illustrate, and his dynamic outlines.

Karakatsanis took his first steps as an artist in 198 4 with himls ZdAY,agBarcel ona 70 show, in which he first presented his thematic

been a defining connection with the places | dve |lived. It ' s ma tspatehirea cityt He cdntinuegl hi®artistic duests withéhed i n i tsel f [ .
"Cities" show in 1986, and would go on to present his city maps in the years that followed through to his iconic "Maps 1987 -Journeys 2012" exhibition. He has descr

little drawe rs in a fantastic bedside table full of papers, clippings, pebbles, threads and all manner of secrets, smells and tastes whic h put a mischievous, self  -satisfied smile on my face

when | recall them". In 2006 and 2020, he presented his "Unknown Country", say ing: "l wanted to make a little fairytale with scenes from a country which looked like candy", while he

is also interested in related iconographic themes like "Urban Details" (2011 -2021) and the "Distinct Area", which presents his personal version of the ¢ ity of Athens (2021).

Vassilis Karakatsanis conveys the joy of his experiences to us along with the freedom of travel. With their titanic fleet of world -conquering aircraft, his works are happy and uplifting

and grant us hopeful ambitions as they transpor t us to his colourful locations both imaginary and real. Because "Travel is a kind of doorway through which you leave reality as though

you were entering an unexplored reality that seems like a dream”, in the words of Guy de Maupassant.

Athens, January 2 022
Louisa Karapidaki, art historian
ALe voyage est une esp ce de porte par o% |l d6on sort de |l a r®al i tugh cro°nvneed pQuuyr dpe® nMRaturpears sdaannts. une r ®al i t ®



6 Ti t afiight&IT101 to Athens

Oacrylic & oil on canvas, 0

45X035 cm. 2019

private collection, Athens, Greece
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Vassilis Karakatsanis tends to pick subjects out of complex situations that lend themselves

to being expressed in series of works. He's done this many times over during his artistic

career, with impressive results. His approach is innovatively different each time, and the
creative process comes easy to him, gestural and contemporary and without departing from
the values of pure painting. His most recent series of works were inspired by a journey he

made aboard a plane flown by an imaginary airline - Titania, whose name references the
Titans of Greek mythology, the offspring of Uranus and Gaea, Heaven and Earth. So, flying
"between heaven and earth”, he encounters a city each time which he renders through his

art. On the return flights back to Athens, he depicts its urban landscape. He paints his
compositional elements abstractively, with maturity and confi dence. The apartment blocks,
balconies and awnings, the clothes hung out to dry, the dome of the church and various
architectural elements, the scattering of cypress trees and TV antennas, the doors and
windows, horizontal and vertical lines, all recall 0 but do not locate 0 familiar places. The
individual elements are recognizable. The work in question frames them with the bitter
oranges that |l ine Athensd streets; the folk art
past is being referenced, though near -im perceptibly, and there's a freshness and balance to

the arrangement of the elements, which are rendered face on. He paints the city's built

identity with powerful lines and colours which, without being intense, function as memory

and reach us as such. Cond ensed, unpredictable, bringing self -knowledge with it. It is a
painting of impressions, the portrait of a city.

Kostas Serezis

(journalist & author) (founder of the Argo Gallery in Athens & Nicosia)
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6 Ti t afight@IT103 to Barcelona Oacrylic, goua che & oil on canvas, 070X070 cm. 2019 private collection, Larnaca, Cyprus
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6 Ti t aflight&IT105 to Skyros 6acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas, 070X070 cm. 2019 private collection, Skyros, Greece
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6 Ti t aflight&lT107 to Hydra 6acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas, 070X070 cm. 2019 private collection, Athens, Greece
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6 Ti t afiight&IT109 to Dubrovnik 6 acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas, 07 0X070 cm. 2020
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6 Ti t afight&lT111 to Mykonos 6 acrylic, gouache & oil on canvas, 070X070 cm. 2020 , private collection, Athens, Greece
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0Ti t afight@T1l 3 to TelAv i v/ Y adcwli, gouache & oil on canvas, 070X070 cm. 2020




6 Ti t afightalTll 5 toDe npasar / B a |lacrdic, gouache & oil on canvas, 070X070 cm. 2020 , private collection, Limassol, Cyprus




